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P8ALM cxix. 63. 


I AM A COMPANION OF ALL THEM THAT FEAR THEE, 
AND. OF THEM THAT KEEP THY PRECEPTS. 


Doctery is neceſſary to the exiſtence, to the 
improvement, and to the comfort of man. His 
helpleſſneſs in infancy and in old age; the lan- 
guor that ſeizes him when he is too much alone; 
the vehemence with which he deſires, and the 
joy with which he continues to poſſeſs a compa- 
nion, or a friend, clearly prove him to be a ſocial 
being. Beſides, wherever men have been found, 
they have been found united. The family ex- 
iſts even in the ſavage ſtate. The affection of 
the parent binds him to his offspring. The de- 
pendence of their ſituation, and gratitude for fa- 
vours received, lead them in return to reſpect 
thoſe through whom they have been brought 
into life. In every ſtage of their progreſs from 
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66 
rudeneſs to reſinement, men have common ob- 
jects of purſuit, and are engaged in operations, 
in which, without mutual aid, they cannot be 
ſucceſsful, Civil and political conventions are 
formed. 

Nor is it merely to promote his advantage in 
this world, that a diſpoſition to ſociety ſo pecu- 
liarly ſtrong, hath been implanted by his Maker, 
in the heart of man. On the direQion which 
this diſpoſition receives, depends in a great mea- 
ſure the moral and religious character which he 
is found to exhibit. More depends on a proper 
choice of company, than many at firſt are diſ- 
poſed to allow. It is true, that religion is a per- 
ſonal thing; that it is between God and the ſoul; 
and that it helongs not to our brethren, but to 
the power and influence of grace, to enlighten 
the underſtanding ; to renew and ſanctify the 
heart. Still, however, it is to be remembered, 
that under the divine adminiſtration, ends are 

produced by the intervention of means; and that 
therefore, if we are ſolicitous to ſecure the end 
of our faith, we muſt be diligent in the uſe of 
thoſe means of ſalvation which the word of God, 


* 


„ 

The Pſalmiſt David well knew the corrupting 
influence of bad company ; and he teſtified his 
ſenſe of it, when with ſolemnity and earneſtneſs, 
he ſaid to his Son, © Enter not into the paths 
< of the wicked, and go not in the way of evil 
*© men. Avoid it, paſs not by it, turn from it, 
“ and go away.” His own obedience of ſuch 
precepts as theſe, was a proof of the excellence 
of his character, and one of the means, by which, 
under God, that excellence was attained. In 
the 26th Pſalm, having appealed to the Lord 
as the judge of his integrity, and having decla- 
red that he had © walked in his truth,” he adds, 
ver. 4, 5. U have not fat with vain perſons, 
<* neither will I go with diſſemblers. I have ha- 
ted the congregation of evil doers ; and I will 
© not fit with the wicked,” To the ſame pur- 
poſe he expreſſed himſelf in the diviſion of the 
119th Pſalm, of which our text is a part, He 
had made choice of God to be his portion : Firm 
reſolutions of obedience were formed. Conſci- 
ous of his inability to reduce theſe to practice, 
he implored direction and aid from above: His 
former conduct was reviewed; and his repen- 
tance was accompanied with © the fruits that 
«* were meet for it.” Devotion towards God, 
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and fellowſhip with bim became the chief Th 
ject of his love and attention :—And, that no- 
thing might be wanting to complete, and to 
preſerve the conſiſtency and the worth of his 
character, he added, © I am a companion of all 
e them that fear thee, and of them that keep 
* thy precepts.” 

The ſubje& which this text introduces, cer- 
tainly accords with the deſign for which we are 
aſſembled. While in a humble dependence on 
divine grace, I endeavour to inculcate on my 
hearers, and eſpecially on the younger part of 
them, a ſteady imitation of the Pſalmiſt's exam- 
ple, I may conſider myſelf as in ſome meaſure 
a fellow-worker with thoſe, who have invited 
me to addreſs you; of thoſe who have aſſociated 
themſelves for the laudable purpoſe of promo- 
ting among the poor, the knowledge and the 
practice of our holy religion.— That a proper 
choice of company is one of the moſt powerful 
means of improvement, will, it is hoped, be 
made to appear, when we have conſidered its 
influence, on our Principles, on our 85 


and on our — 


| 1 

Firſt, then, We recommend a proper choice of 

company, from its influence on our Principles. 

Man is fitted for the ſtudy and perception of 
truth. His curioſity prompts him to uſe the 
means of information; and his induſtry, when 
it receives a proper direction, is rewarded by 
the pleaſure which he feels on every addition to 
his knowledge. Fallen however, and fallible by 
nature, he is in danger of being led into error, 
dy inattention or prejudice; by an affectation of 
ſingularity; by a love of ſyſtem; or, by an im- 
plicit ſubmiſſion to the dictates of human autho- 
rity. 

To counteract theſe and other cauſes of er- 
ror, to prevent or to remove their pernicious ef- 
fects, is the work which philoſophy undertakes, 
but which religion only hath power to accom- 
pliſh. While ſuperſtition and enthuſiaſm flat- 
ter the ſenſes, or agitate the affections of men, 
that © wiſdom which cometh from above, uni- 
formly treats them as reaſonable beings. She 
teaches them to value, and enables them to at- 
tain an enlightened underſtanding. It hath 
ſometimes been ſaid, that if our conduct be 
good, it is a matter of indifference what creed 
we adopt, or of what religious ſociety we are 
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members. But do not the ſcriptures inſiſt on 
the neceſſity of faith, as that without which we 
cannot pleaſe God, or be juſtified in his fight ? 
Do not the ſcriptures profeſs to regulate our 
opinions of God; of his perfections and provi- 
dence; of the method of worſhipping him ac- 
ceptably through a mediator; and of the chan- 
nel in which his mercy flows to thoſe, whoſe 
conſciences convince them of ſin? Is not Jeſus 
Chriſt repreſented as an object of faith? Are 
not his obedience and atonement the grounds 
of our acceptance with the father? Is not his 
grace ſubſeryient to our improvement in know- 
ledge, in holineſs, and m comfort ? Are not his 
promiſes the foundation of our hope in God, as 
the rewarder of them that diligently ſeek him ? 

But, it may perhaps be inquired, © what con- 
© nexion hath all this with the ſubject announced 
© in the text? Is not the inveſtigation of truth the 

** act of the individual? Is it not by ſearching 
ce the ſcriptures in his ſolitary hours, that he 
may hope to obtain an accurate knowledge of 
< the objects of faith, and of the reaſons by 
“ which he may juſtify the hope that is in him? 
& Is it not when he hath entered into his cloſet, 
and ſhut the door, that he is to come with 
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* boldnefs to the throne of grace, and to pray 
4 for the ſpirit to guide him into all truth? 

Ves, brethren, it is by the bleſſing of heaven 
on ſuch means as theſe, that we are to be 
* tranflated out of darkneſs into marvellous 
* light.” But theſe ſuperſede not the neceſſity 
of other means of improvement. Vou muſt 
not expect that your principles ſhall long be un- 
ſhaken, if you mingle too ar with the un- 
godly and profane. 

Perhaps, you have had the benefit of a libe- 
ral and religious education: Your parents have 
remembered their ſolemn vow, and have been 
careful to bring you up in the nurture and 
* admonition of the Lord:“ They have ſpoken 
to you of the © things which concern your 
peace, and have endeavoured to fix in your 
minds, - thoſe principles which ſupport and go- 
vern their own: You have been accuſtomed to 
regard the Almighty, as the hearer of the prayers. 
of thoſe that © ſeek him early,” and as pleaſed 
with the praiſes of “ ſucklings and of babes :*? 
_ Conſiderable portions of his word have been 
regularly read; and you have attended on the 
miniſtrations of thoſe whoſe buſineſs it is to ex- 


Rome and apply them: You exult in the pri- 
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vileges of which you are poſſeſſed, and think 
yourſelves ſufficiently prepared for all the varie- 
ties of condition, which in your progreſs through 
life, it may be your lot to experience. 
But, when you come to extend your inter- 
courſe with the world, your principles as well as 
your virtue, may be expoſed to dangers of which 
at preſent you are not aware, and which hitherto 
you are ignorant = means of eſcaping. 
Jou think your e are fixed, merely be- 
cauſe they have never” been attacked; and you 
are fond of them, becauſe you have not felt in 
all their force, thoſe deſires which they forbid 
you to gratify. But if you mingle without cau - 
tion with the men of the world; if you © come 
& into their counſel,” and unite in their pur- 
ſuits, you may expect in time to adopt their 
maxims, and to abandon your own. You are 
© men of like paſſions with others:“ Your | 
ſenſual appetites may be inflamed; and when gra- 
tification is within your reach, you will be eager 
to partake of it, Seaſons of indulgence will be 
ſucceeded by ſeaſons of reflection. The voice of 
conſcience will condemn your iniquity, and warn 
you to anticipate the juſt judgment of God. 
But thoſe into whoſe company "my have fallen, 
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ſeem not, in the intervals of enjoyment, to be 
diſtracted, as you are with ſhame, and com- 
punction, and terror. You wiſh to be inform- 
ed of the cauſe of their tranquillity; and you 
hear, at firſt, perhaps with horror, afterwards 
with patience, and at length with approbation, 
that they conſider religion as a deluſion, ta 
which the timorous and feeble-minded are ſub- 
jeQ, as the craft by which prieſts have their 
wealth, or, as an engine by which politicians 
are aſſiſted in governing the world. It bath 
become your intereſt to be convinced, that you 
formerly erred : and ſuch is the power of the 
aſfections over the underſtanding z ſuch is the 
- « deceitfulneſs of ſin, and of the heart; that, 
what we wiſh, we readily believe. Every one 
t that doeth evil, hateth the light; neither com- 
eth to the light, leſt his deeds ſhould be 
e reproved.” Thoſe ungodly men, in whoſe 
* counſel you have walked,” and in whoſe 
% way you have ſtood,” place themſclves © e in 
the chair of the ſcornful; and you are wil. 
| ling to regard the ribaldry they utter, as oracles 
of wiſdom. Pride, which is the vice of a de- 
praved underſtanding, co-operates with thoſe 
looſe deſires which mark a depraved will, in 
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completing your converſion to the cauſe of infis 
delity. A fondneſs for ſingularity of opinion, is 
contracted. It is thought beneath the dignity 
of a cultivated mind to aſſent to doctrines which 
the illiterate multitude receive. Tenets, which 
have obtained among the wiſe and the good, 
through a ſucceſſion of ages, give place to thoſe 
en which faſhion confers a temporary luſtre. 
Becauſe the evidences of the goſpel overpower 
not the freedom of your minds, or becauſe they 


have been withſtood by men, whoſe talents you 


have learned to over-rate, you hold them to be 
inſufficient to produce convictien. That meek- 
neſs and forbearance, which the followers of Je- 
ſus are required to exerciſe, you ſuppoſe charac- 
teriſtics of an abject mind; and thoſe ſalutary 
reſtraints which are impoſed on them, you pro- 
nounce incompatible with the enjoyment of life. 


Cavils, which in the aſſembly of the unrighteous 


you have been accuſtomed to hear, you learn to 
repeat; and a deſire to receive a portion of ap- 
plauſe, animates your endeavours to turn into 
ridicule, thoſe ſublime myſteries, which you 
ought to revere. By your wilful rejection of 
the truth, a juſt God is at length provoked ta 
deprive you of the means of information, or to 


V a: I | 
withhold his bleſſing, without which they niuſt 
be uſed in vain. © Hearing ye hear, and do 
not underſtand, Seeing ye ſee, and do not 
« perceive.” Strong deluſions are ſent, and 
ye believe a lie. Through ignorance and 
6 blindneſs of heart,” ye have become, not the 
ſubjects only, but alſo the miniſters, of the 
kingdom of darkneſs. 

Widely different is the ſtate, in which your 
ſentiments and opinions may be expected to re- 
main, if, like David, you are connected with thoſe 
who © fear God, and keep his precepts.” The 
ſincerity and ſtrength of your faith, may indeed 
be tried. | You may loſe ſomething of that ar- 
dour and zeal which you felt, when your mind 
was firſt enlightened by the knowledge of the 
truth, You may inveſtigate the proofs of the 
goſpel, without feeling as formerly, their power 
of conviction. You may have doubts of the 
ſoundneſs or value of principles, which do not 


always reſtrain the violence of paſſion, and pre- 
vent diſcontent and dejection, when providence - 
aſſumes a threatening aſpect. The father of 
lights may hide his countenance, and. you may 
be troubled, 
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In ſuch a ſtate of mind, it is an unſpeakable 
advantage to be a companion of thoſe in whom 
ye may put confidence, and from whoſe know- 
ledge and experience, ye may derive improve- 
ment and relief. Their converſation is ſea- 
« ſoned with ſalt, and miniſters grace to the 
« hearers.” It will recal important truths, which 
may have eſcaped your recollection. They 
who have felt their force, can bear witneſs to 
the ſufficiency of the proofs of the goſpel. They 
who have been delivered from doubt and appre- 
henſion, are beſt able to teſtify the power and 
willingneſs of the Almighty to deliver you, and 
to render your trials ſubſervient to your growth 
in grace. They who underſtand moſt thorough- 
ly, can beſt explain the nature, and the conſiſt- 
ency of the doctrine of God: and they who have 


given it the moſt cordial reception, prove by 


their - temper and lives, no leſs than by their 
converſation, its truth and excellence. The 
luxuriance of the fruit is the beſt evidence of the 
goodneſs of the tree on which it grows. When 
pure ſtreams are obſerved to flow, we conclude, 
that they flow not from a polluted fountain. In 
like manner, when men act ſuitably to the prin- 
ciples by which they profeſs to be governed, in- 


6 
fidelity is driven from its ſtrong hold, and © wif. 
« dom is juitified of her children.“ 

But here, it may be inquired, © among the 
numerous profeſſors of religion, who are they 
ho may be conſidered as having obtained the 
* knowledge of it, and in whoſe company the 
young and inexperienced, the ignorant and 
* credulous, the timorous and doubtful, may 
expect to be ſafe.” This queſtion is of high 
importance. They who are in queſt of truth, 
muſt © not believe every ſpirit,” nor admit the 
| ſincerity of every profeſſion. © The ſeat of 
© Moſes'” hath been occupied by men, who 
have “ taught for doctrines, commandments” of 
their own, The church of Chriſt hath been 
torn by hereſy and faction: But it is not hence 
to be inferred, that we have juſt cauſe to give 
way to ſcepticiſm or to bigotry ; to deſpair of re- 
ceiving from any, a ſatisfactory anſwer, when we 
aſk what is truth; or that having found it among 
chriſtians of a particular denomination, we may 
hold all the reſt to be impoſtors or enthuſiaſts; 
to be frantic viſionaries, whoſe weakneſs we may 
deride, or malicious enemies, whoſe right to the 
exerciſe of private judgement, and to the com- 
forts of ſociety, we may diſpute or abridge. The 
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( 18 ) 
text furniſhes an unequivocal mark, by which thoſe 
may be known, with whom we may venture to 
aſſociate : and at the ſame time, it diſcovers the 
charitable ſpirit which the Pſalmiſt breathed. 
It was not by the outward profeſſion, but by the 
real charaQers of men, that he was determined 
in his choice of companions, He was in ha- 
bits of friendſhip with © all them that feared 
© God,” and whoſe religious affections were diſco- 
vered by their influence on their conduct in life. 
In like manner, we ought to love all them that 
„ love the Lord Jeſus in ſincerity;“ and we may 
charitably ſuppoſe, that all do ſo, who keep 
<« his precepts, although in ſome reſpeQs they 


may differ in their opinions of things, which fall 


not under the deſcription of the weightier 
“matters of the law.” 


Secondly, A proper choice of company may be 


recommended, from the conſideration of its in- 


fluence on our conduct. 

Man is fitted, not for ſtudy and contem- 
plation only, but alſo for buſineſs and affairs. 
He is capable of removing from place to place, 
of defending himſelf from danger, of collecting 
the ſpontaneous productions of the earth, and 


the. 

of contributing by his induſtry, to increaſe the 
reſources on which providence hath appointed 
him to depend. | 

His active powers render him a fit ſubje& of 
moral and religious diſcipline. He is able to 
perceive a diſtinction between good and evil, and 
in ſome meaſure, to purſue the one, and avoid 
the other. The law of the Lord was originally 
« written on his heart,” and a voice from hea- 
ven hath been heard ſaying, © This is the way, 
« walk ye in it.” True religion is of a partial 
nature: There is a © converſation that becometh 
„the goſpel.” There are good works,” which 
thoſe who have © believed in God”” muſt be 
careful to maintain. He hath ſhewed thee, O 
* man, what is good; and what doth the Lord 
require of thee, but to do juſtly, and to love 
% mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God.” 

Nor is God © a hard maſter, reaping where 
© he hath not ſown, and gathering where he 
<« hath not ſtrowed.“ If he call us to exertions, 
for which our powers are too feeble, he is ready 
© to endue us with power from on high.” If 
our hearts have been © ſet in us to do evil,” his 
grace is ſufficient to change and renew them. If 
we have been in rebellion againſt our inviſible 
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fovereign, he is able to ſubdue us to himſelf, and 
to make vs a willing, as well as an obedient peo- 
ple © in the day of his power.” 
Accuſtomed perhaps to meditate on the law 
of the Lord, you have perceived it to be © holy, 
juſt, and good.” Ignorant as yet of your own 
frailty, and of the ſtrength of temptation, you 
think it impoſſible that you ſhall ever be led away 
by the error of the wicked. Thoſe indulgences 
you conſider as too dearly purchaſed, for which 
they forego the approbation of conſcience, and 
the approbation of God. In a ſober hour, you 
come to the reſolution that whatever others 
* do, you will ſerve the Lord,” —that whatever 
difficulties or trials you may experience, you will 
* hold faſt your integrity and not let it go.“ 
Your reſolution is noble ; but beware, leſt your 
imprudence bring you into. circumſtances in 
which it will be impoſſible to carry it into effect. 

© Be not deceived : Evil communications cor- 
% rupt good manners.“ It is dangerous to form 
an. intimacy with thoſe who deſpiſe the laws 
which ye wiſh to obey, and are addicted to the 
practices from which you ought to abſtain, The 
heinouſneſs of fin will appear to be diminiſhed, if 
you have familiarized yourſelves with the fight 


( 
of it. The danger of committing it you will be 
apt to forget, when you behold the proſperity of 
wicked men, and obſerve no viſible token of the 
diſpleaſure of him whom they diſhonour, and 
even ſet at defiance. By degrees, you will ven- 
ture to copy their manners. Your firſt devia- 
tions from duty, they will encourage you to con- 
ſider as ſmall, by repreſenting them as natural, 
by appealing to their own experience of their 
ſafety, by turning into ridicule the principles by 
which you have been reſtrained, or by encou- 
raging you to hope, that your repentance, how- 
ever late, will be regarded by a merciful God, 
as a ſufficient atonement. The pleaſures of which 
you have partaken, you will be eager to partake 
of again; and your ſeducers exulting in the proſ- 
pect of rendering you altogether ſuch as them- 
ſelves, will hurry you to ſcenes of feſtivity and 
riot; nor will they incline at any time, to leave 
you alone, leſt the convictions they have taught 
you to ſtifle, recover power to diſappoint them 
of the triumph with which they expected to con- 
template your fall. In your own eyes you will 
<« flatter yourſelves till your iniquity be found hate- 
<* ful.“ Having paſſed the limits within which 
your virtue was fafe, the reſolutions to which 
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you truſted for its preſervation, prove © like the 
morning cloud, or the early dew which paſſeth 
« away.” The foundations of the innocence of | 
paradiſe began to be undermined, when the mo- 
ther of our race entered into converſation with 
the tempter. Lot was in danger while he re- 
mained in Sodom. The enemy who makes an 
open and unprovoked aſſault, we may hope 
for courage or conduct to repel ; but we muſt 
not expect to come off unhurt, if we ruſh unarm- 
ed on the thick boſſes of his buckler. When 
the noiſe of many waters is heard, it is certainly 
wiſer to retire from the banks they are beginning 
to paſs, than to ſuppoſe that our ſtrength is ſuf- 
ficient to reſiſt the impetuoſity of the ſtream. 
But again, if bad company be ſo pernicious to 
thoſe who, before they entered it, had ſomething 
within to reſtrain them, muſt not its operation 
be more ſpeedy and ſucceſsful on thoſe who have 
not had the benefit of a good education, and 
who ſcarcely have heard of a God, of a Saviour, 
or of a Judgment to come. It is the misfortune 
of ſome, to have loſt their parents, at that period 
of life when they ſtood moſt in need of their 
care and protection: and many are curſed with 
parents too ignorant, too negligent, or too un- 


(1 
principled, to form their manners, and to culti- | 
vate their minds, If ſuch perſons are not allow- 
ed to be perfectly idle, their attention is confined 
to the methods of making or of ſpending money, 
of acquiring or of preſerving independence, of 
coming forward from the obſcurity of a private 
ſtation, or of ſhining in that to which they have 
already been raiſed. Sent abroad into the world, 
without any juſt impreſſions of the origin and 
ehd of man, they muſt ſoon be enſnared by thoſe 
who lie in wait to deceive. The conduct of any 
with whom they happen to aſſociate, they will 
naturally make the rule and model of their own. 

The principle of imitation is in man peculiarly 
ſtrong : and hence it hath with truth been ob- 
ſerved, that © example is more powerful than 
precept.” But if bad example be able to coun- 
teract even good precept, what muſt be its ef- 
fects on thoſe to whom precept has never been 
delivered? It is“ in the night, when the huſband- 
man flumbereth, that the enemy ſoweth tares“ 
among the riſing wheat. It is © the field of the 
* ſlothful,”” and the © vineyard of the man void 
of underſtanding, which are all grown over with 
« thorns and nettles.” Thoſe who do buſineſs 
in the great waters, may by {kill in their pro- 


* 
N EE ² wü Sp. ²˙ ern eee 7 — 1 


( 24 ) 


feſſion, and attention to its duties, be preſerved 


from the winds and the waves; but if without a 
helm or a pilot, they preſume to embark, they 
muſt ſoon be ſwallowed up by the deep, or be 
daſhed to pieces on rocics. | 

But, on the contrary, while the companions of 


| ungodly men are in danger of exhibiting in their 


own behaviour, all the deceivableneis of unright- 
eouſneſs, thoſe whoſe companions, are choſen 
among the ſervants of the Lord, make uſe of a 
powerful mean of preſerving and improving their 

virtue. It is no inconſiderable attainment to 


have courage to avow and to act upon our prin- 


ciples. - Many, and the young in particular, are 
afraid of being thought ſingular. Though con- 

vinced of the truth of religion, and accuſtomed | 
to revere © the beauty of holineſs,” they are not 
eaſily brought to profeſs them openly, when 
they happen to be unfaſhionable. But from the 
converſation of good men, they learn that it is 
a ſmall matter to be judged of man's judgment ; 


and the example which they have occaſion daily 


to obſerve, rouſes a virtuous emulation, and 
points out the path which conducts them to glo- 
ry. That which others are obſerved to perform, 
they ceaſe to regard as impracticable. That 
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for which many have ſuffered, and for which 
many have even dared to die; they cannot ac- 
count diſhonourable or baſe. Their intimacy 
with the righteous, leads to an acquaintance with 
| the conſolations which are theirs, and with the 
animating hopes which they entertain. To be 
religious, comes to be viewed, not as a duty on- 
ly, but alſo as the privilege of man; not as the 
ſource of dejection and melancholy, but as a 
ſource of joy unſpeakable, and full of glory. 

The aſſaults of temptation muſt be felt by all; 
and they will frequently be complied with, while 
infirmity aud corruption remain. But a wiſe 
and faithful friend, by reproving in the ſpirit of 
meekneſs, will awaken contrition when you have 
gone aſtray ; and by recounting his own experi- 
ence of the grace of God, he will prevent you, 
in a deſponding hour, from ſorrowing even as 
others who have no hope. Even the errors and 
miſcarriages of the people of God miniſter im- . 

provement. So affecting a diſplay of human 

frailty, is a leſſon of moderation and diffdence, 

and a memorial of the neceſſity of ſupernatural 

aid. He who thought that he ſtood, is admo- 

niſhed to take heed leſt he fall: and perceiving 

how much perſons wiſer and better than himſelf, 
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require a righteouſneſs and ſtrength ſuperior to 
their own, he puts away all confident boaſting 
he implores with fervour, and acknowledges with 
gratitude, the preſence and the influences of that 
ſpirit who is © able to guide him into all truth, 
* to ſanctify him wholly, and to ſeal his ſoul to 
the day of redemption.” | 


Thirdly, A proper choice of company may be 
recommended by the conſideration: of its in- 
fluence on our enjoyment. 

Religion doth not deem her votaries to ſpend 
their lives in gloom and melancholy. On the 
contrary, ſhe corrects thoſe falſe judgments of 
man and of things, which are incompatible with 
happineſs; and conducts them to the ſources 
from which it flows pure and unmingled. When 
the bodily appetites and the affections of the 
heart do not become inordinate, it is the dictate 
of nature and of God, that we may indulge them. 
It were abſurd to ſuppoſe, that the face of na- 
ture is gay; that the ſeaſons revolve; and that 
the ſpringing of the earth is bleſſed, for no other 
purpoſe, than to furniſh the wicked with the 


pleaſures of variety, and the means of ruining 


themſelves and diſhonouring the bountiful giver 
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of all. Of the bleſſings of providence the right- 
eous may partake: Wi th the exhortation ad- 
dreſſed to them to © rejoice evermore”, it is 
their duty to comply. | 

Of the joys of which we are ſuſceptible, 
ſome are of a ſolitary, and ſome of a ſocial na- 
ture. The good man is ſatisfied from him- 
* ſelf.” His happineſs ariſes, in a great mea- 
ſure, from the teſtimony of his conſcience ; 
from the evidence which he hath in " himſelf 
that he is at peace with God ; from the exer- 
ciſe of his beſt faculties and affections in ſtudy 
and devotion, and from the proſpect of the 
reward reſerved for him in heaven. 

But none are totally independent on the 
world ; nor is it conſiſtent with our duty to our 
brethren or to ourſelves, that we retire from 
ſociety. Man is irreſiſtibly prompted to aſſo- 
ciate with man. The young in particular are 
capable of ſtrong attachments. Unacquaiated 
with the world, they have not become ſuſpicious. 
They pour forth their hearts without reſerve: 
nor are they aware of the motives, by which many 
are led to court their favour. Looking only 
on the outward appearance, they know not that 
a ſmiling countenance is often connected with 
D 2 
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an aching or with a treacherous heart. Re- 
poſing unlimited confidence in thoſe who lie in 
wait to obtain it, they are eaſily perſuaded, that 
complete ſatisfaction is to be found in the 
ſcenes of diſſipation and riot, which ſo many are 
obſerved to frequent. | 

The. gratification of every natural deſire is 
no doubt attended with pleaſure. *© Truly 
the light is ſweet, and a pleaſant thing it is 
„ for the eyes to behold the ſun. But if a 
„ man live many days, and rejoice in them all, 
* yet let him remember the days of darkneſs, 
e for they ſhall be many.” The purſuits in 
which diſſolute companions may lead you to 
engage, are not ſuited to the dignity of rational 
and immortal beings; and the immediate, as 
well as the more remote conſequences of them, 
are ſufficiently important to rouſe and alarm 
you. * There is a way that ſeemeth right to a 
* man; but the end thereof are the ways of 
death. Even in laughter the heart is ſorrow- 
4e ful, and the end of that mirth is heavineſs. 
Cravings are felt, which the abundance of 
corn and wine is not to remove. As the 
crackling of thorns under a pot, ſo is the 
laughter of fools.” A blaze is beheld, which 
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is ſoon to be extinguiſhed: A tumultuous noiſe 
is heard, which is ſoon to be ſucceeded by a 
ſilence ſolemn and awful. Habits of intem- 
perance will not fail to ruin your peace and 
comfort. Who hath woe? who hath ſor- 
% row? who hath contentions? who hath 
e babblings ? who hath wounds without cauſe ? 
„ who hath redneſs of eyes? They that tarry 
long at the wine; they that go to ſeek mixed 
* wine. Look not thou on the wine when it 
* js red, when it giveth his colour in the cup, 
* when it moveth itſelf aright. At the laſt it 
© biteth like a ſerpent, and ſtingeth like an 
c adder.” F'erwhile thy ſtrength was firm, and 
thy mind was calm and ſerene. But behold, 
thy bodily conſtitution begins to be impaired; 
and languor and dejection ſeize thy ſpirits. Be- 
fore thou haſt lived half thy days, thou art load- 
ed with the infirmities and the helpleſſneſs of old 
age. In yain is the ſumptuous banquet now 
prepared, for the appetite is gone which ſhould 
have made thee to reliſh it. The full ſoul 
* loatheth an honey-comb ; but to the hungry 
* ſoul every bitter thing is ſweat.” For thee 
in vain are the beauties of nature diſplayed; for 
even the rays of the ſun are hateful to thine 
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eyes; nor art thou ſuſceptible of that ſentimen- 
tal enjoyment which belongs to the devout, 
when they ſeek and diſcover the Creator in the 
midſt of his works, and adore him for the pro- 
tection and the comforts he beſtows. 
Peradventure, in a ſolitary hour, you recol- 
le the means and the ſteps by which you have 
been degraded ; and your conſcience inflits, or 
leads you to anticipate the doom you deſerve. 
The ſpirit of a man will ſuſtain his infirmities ; 
* but a wounded ſpirit who can bear?” The 
wounds of the ſpirit it is your portion to feel ; 
and who can tell if you have not allowed the 
period to paſs, in which you might have known, 
that there is balm in Giliad, and a phyfician 
there.“ If you have not waſted your ſub- 
ſtance, your former companions will aſſemble 
around you, and will ſeek to convince you, that 
by a repetition of the crimes of which you have 
been guilty, you may eſcape the anguiſh, which 
the remembrance of them ſerves to awaken. 
Beſides, habits are formed, the influence of 
which is not to be withſtood. ** Can the Ethi- 
„ opian change his ſkin, or the leopard his 
„ ſpots? then may ye allo do good, that are 
« accuſtomed to do evil.“ 
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Still you continue to incur expences, which 
at length you begin to want the means of de- 
fraying. Your fortune hath been inconſider- 
ately ſquandered away. With a debilitated bo- 
dy, and an effeminate mind, you are no longer 
capable of application to buſineſs. Out of the 
abundance which they may yet poſſeſs, none of 
theſe, whom you have called your friends, will 
be diſpoſed to miniſter to your neceſlities. 
The funds, which charity appropriates to the 
. relief of the honeſt poor, belong not to you, nor 
indeed will your pride permit you to inſtitute 
a claim. © You cannot dig; to beg you are 
* aſhamed. Poverty hath come as one that 
& travelleth, and want as an armed man.“ 

In an evil hour, you have recourſe to ſome 
deſperate expedient to obtain the means of pre- 
ſent ſupport, to prop your ſinking credit, to ſa- 
tisfy, or at leaſt to ſilence thoſe whom your ex- 
travagance hath deprived of the reward of their | 
induſtry, and whoſe patience your prevarication 
and falſehood have exhauſted. *©* Men void of 
* underſtanding” are perſuaded to become ſure+- 
ty for debts, which you are conſcious they 
mult be left to diſcharge. At the gaming table 
you lay ſnares for the young and incautious ; 
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or taken in the ſnare you had prepared for 
others, you try by forgery to make up the loſſes 
you have ſuſtained. Peradventure, ſome whoſe 
circumſtances are as deſperate as your's, ſuggeſt 
the idea of entering by ſtealth into the ſtore- 
houſe of your neighbour, or of making an open 
aſſault on the unſuſpecting and unarmed travel- 
ler. The injured ſufferer makes his complaint, 
or the innocent blood you have ſhed “ calleth 
© aloud to heaven for vengeance.” The mi- 
niſters of juſtice perform their duty; and you 
are left amid the ſolitude and gloom of a priſon, 
to feel the miſeries of ſhame and remorſe, and 
to be ſhaken with the terrors which attend the 
anticipation of a ſolemn trial, of a public ex- 
ecution, and of an immediate appearance at the 
tribunal of God. And in the moments of re- 
turning ſenſibility and reflection, the remem- 
brance of relations and friends, whom your be- 
haviour hath involved in diſtreſs and infamy, 
will ſerve to enhance the ſeverity of your puniſh- 
| ment. © The father of a fool hath no joy; and 
&« a fooliſh ſon is a bitterneis to her that bare 
< him.” His parents go about mourning be- 
cauſe of him all the days of their lives ; till, be- 
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reaved at length of every earthly comfort, theit 
« grey hairs deſcend in ſorrow to the grave.” 

You hear of the ruin you have occaſioned, 
yet ſtill your heart clings to life, and you long 
to be delivered from your dreary manſion. 
You flatter yourſelves with the hope of deliver- 
ance, becauſe the night was the ſeaſon which 
you choſe for the perpetration of your crimes, 
or becauſe your proſecutors have not diſcover- 
ed all the circumſtances which might ferve to 
eſtabliſh your guilt. But beware, leſt the wretch 
who had ſeduced, be the firſt to betray you. 
He will be ready to ſacrifice your life to the 
preſervation of his own ; and a policy, with 
which it is conſiſtent, that all confidence among 
thoſe who are the peſts of fociety ſhould be 
deſtroyed, will admit their teſtimony in evidence- 

' againſt you. The judge will award your doom, 
and deliver you over to the executioner. And 
who can tell if a juſt God, whom through life 
you have diſhonoured, will now give you re- 
pentance, and fave you from “ the wrath to 
« come. Though hand join in hand, the wick- 
* ed ſhall not be unpuniſhed. His own ini- 
« quities ſhall take the wicked himſelf ; and he 
* ſhall be holden with the cords of Ins fins; 
| K 
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He ſhall die without inſtruction, and in the 
_ © preatnefs of his folly he ſhall go aſtray.” 

But, on the other hand, in the company of 
thoſe who © fear God and keep his precepts,” 
your happineſs will be promoted, whatever may 
de your rank and ſituation in life. The beſt 
affections of your hearts will be called forth in- 
to exerciſe; and an entertainment will be fur- 
niſhed, of which you may partake without de- 
grading your character, and on which you may 
afterwards reflect without pain and remorſe. 
1he righteous find a time for every thing under 
the ſun. In the day of proſperity they are joy- 
ful. They can unbend themſelves occaſionally 
from more important purſuits, to promote and 
to enjoy the circulation of feſtivity and mirth. 
Nor are they to be regarded as gloomy and de- 
jeRed, though their laughter is not of a boilter- 
ous and intemperate kind, From the exerciſe 
of the rational faculties, from ſober chaſtened 
manly diſcourſe, from the overflowings of vir- 
tuous ſenſibility, from the tear of ſympathy, 
which there may be occaſion to ſhed, and from 
acts of adoration and ſocial worſhip, in which 
the rigbteous will frequently engage, enjoy- 
ments arile, which thoſe who have had expe- 
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rience of them, are able to appretiate, and 


which they would not exchange for all that the 
wicked pretend to derive from the molt un- 
bounded indulgence of ſenſe and appetite. 

Again, if Providence aſſign to you a change 
of condition; if your fortune or your health 
hath been impaired ; if ſome honourable ſcheme 
hath failed of ſucceſs, or ſome tender connection 
hath been unexpeCtedly diſſolved ; you may be 
aſſured, that next to the friendſhip of God, the 
friendſhip of his people will prove a ſource of 
fapport and conſolation. It is no inconſiderable 
comfort to have one to whom the full heart 
may pour forth its complaint. The detail of it, 
to a faithful and compaſſionate friend, ſerves of 
itſelf to diminiſh the bitterneſs of woe. Nor is 
it merely for the purpoſe of hearing your lamen- 
tation, or of indulging that penfive tenderneſs, 
which even worldly men are not always averſe 
to indulge, that perſons of this deſcription are 
led to viſit you, when your houſe hath become 
the houſe of mourning.” The diſtreſs which 
they witneſs, they deſire to remove, or to alleviate. 
A friend loveth at all times, and a brother is 
born for adverſity.” It is in ſuch a ſeaſon 
that a friend is moſt needed, and that his value 
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js beſt known. It is by the conduct which in 
ſuch a ſeaſon they maintain, that the righteous 
vindicate their claim to the character of bre- 
thren. While their hearts overflow with com- 
paſſion, they with- hold no aid or relief, which 
they are bleſſed with the means of affording, 
And while they give liberally thoſe things 
which are needful to the body, they, at the 
ſame time, direct their attention to the ſtate 
of your temper and mind. If your diſtreſs 
. hath been occaſioned by your own imprudence 
or miſconduct, they admoniſh you in the ſpirit 
of meekneſs, to profit by the correction of your 
Father's hand, If you are in danger of for- 
getting, they will remind you of the © patience”? 
in which you ought to“ poſſeſs your ſouls,” 
and of the ſources of rejoicing, which even in 
tribulation you may explore. They whoſe 
< effeQtual fervent prayer availeth much,” make 
interceſſion in your behalf at the throne of 
grace; and they who have © felt the powers of 
© the world to come,“ aſſiſt you to anticipate 
the period, when * all tears ſhall be wiped 
** from your eyes,” and when the remembrance 
of the perils and hardſhips of your warfare, 
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ſhall ſerve to enhance the glory of your tri- 
umph. | | 


This leads me, in the laſt place, to obſerve, 
that the ſociety of good men is recommended, 
by its tendency to prepare us for heaven, The 
' happineſs of heaven is of a ſocial nature. There 
is an innumerable company before the throne of 
God. © A multitude colle&ed out of all tongues, 
and kindreds, and nations, and people, ceaſe 
not day or night to engage in exerciſes the 
moſt ſublime, and to © rejoice with joy unſpeak- 
able.“ And furely it is meet, that we aſſociate 
with thoſe, with whoſe © ſpirits” when © made 
« perfect,” we hope to form an indiſſoluble 
union. It is thus that we may expect to ac- 
quire, or to heighten a reliſh for the exerciſes 
and enjoyments of the temple above. By mu- 
tual converſe on the things of God, we ſhall 
prepare each other for a ſtate, in which clearer 
diſcoveries of theſe things will be made, in 
which we ſhall © behold his face in righteouſ- 
te neſs,” and © know even as alſo we are known.” 
By joining in the © melody” which © is in the 
5 dwelling of the righteous,” by © provoking 
tone another to love and good works,” by 
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celebrating the grace by which we are ſaved, 
and wherein we ſtand, we ſhall gradually be- 
come meet for the inheritance of the ſaints in 
light, and for aſcribing, throughout all ages, 
<* bleſhing, and honour, and glory, and power, 
* to him that ſitteth upon the throne, and to 
“the Lamb that was ſlain,” 

Thus, have I endeavoured to point out the 
importance of a proper choice of company, by 
conſidering its influence on our principles, on 
our conduct, and on our enjoyment. The 
reaſoning made uſe of is certainly plain; and 
if we look abroad into the world, we ſhall 
find it ſupported by fact and experience. In 
every place, men may find opportunities of 
corrupting or of improving one another: But ir 
is more eſpecially in a populous city, that the 
corrupters of youth abound ; and that thoſe 
Who are willing to comply with temptation, 
may eafily find the means of indulgence. A- 
mong you religion hath been obſerved to de- 
cline, and the progreſs of infidelity and vice 
hath been ſufficiently rapid to excite apprehen- 
ſion and alarm in every ſerious mind. To 
counteract this growing evil, is a work in which 
men of every ſtation, ought to combine: their 
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talents and their influence. Parents and teach- 
ers of youth are ſolemnly bound to ſeaſon their 
minds with wholeſome inſtruction, and to aſſiſt 
and direct them in the connections, and in the 
habits which they form. They on whom the 
adminiſtration of public affairs hath devolved, 
ought to approve themſelves terrors to evil 
doers, the patrons of goodneſs, and of good 
men, the © nurſing fathers of the church of 
Chriſt.” His own miniſters ought not to be 
te aſhamed of him, or of any of his words,” 
but to © declare the whole counſel of God, to 
<« teſtify the goſpel of his grace,” to point out 
the danger of neglecting this great ſalvation,” 
and to illuſtrate and apply thoſe exeeeding 
great and precious promiſes, by which, amid 
all the trials, and afflictions, and changes, which 
mortals know, conſolation and rehef are afford- 
ed to the mind. | 
Even they who as individuals are unable to 
be extenſively uſeful, may, by forming aſſocia- 
tions, and taking counſel together, be ſucceſs- 
ful inſtruments in the hand of God, of pro- 
moting his glory, and the beſt intereſts of men. 
An eminent proof of this is furniſhed by the 
tranſactions of thoſe, in compliance with whoſe 
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requeſt I have at this time the honour to addrefs 
you. THE SOCIETY IN SCOTLAND. FOR PRO= 
MOTING RELIOIous KNOWLEDGE AMONG THE 
Poor, hath now ſubſiſted for ſeveral years ; 
and by the public at large, as well as by its 
members themſelves, their pious and benevolent 

labours may be reviewed with approbation, and 
with gratitude to heaven. The ſources of in- 
formation have been opened to many, who, by 
the peculiarity of their circumſtances, were for- 
merly prevented from exploring them. Reli- 
gious books have been diſtributed to a conſider- 
able extent: Catechetical exerciſes have been 
inſtituted ; and at preſent, not fewer than a 
thouſand perſons attend on the evening of every 
Lord's day, to be inſtructed in the principles 
and duties of the goſpel. Miniſters have lent 
their aſſiſtance to ſo good a work, and have 
{tudied to accommodate their diſcourſes to the 
capacities and ſituation of thoſe, who have aſ- 

ſembled to hear them. 
Goon, my friends, to fulfil your © labour of 
& Iove; nor doubt that your country will be- 
ſtow the applauſe you deſerve. But ye deſire 
ce not the praiſe of men: Your ambition is, 
to obtain that which cometh from God ; and 
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your © expeCation ſhall not be cut off.” Thoſe 
that“ honour him, he delights to honour. He 
will give you a joy with which a ſtranger doth 
not intermeddle ; and for you is reſerved an 


everlaſting inheritance. 


Laſtly, Let us who belong not to this re- 
ſpectable ſociety, ſeek to be poſſeſſed of a por- 
tion of its ſpirit, and let us contribute to its 
ſupport and ſucceſs. Hitherto it hath been 
much indebted to the voluntary offerings of a 
generous Public ; and it muſt encourage the 
continuance of your liberality, that what you 
have already beſtowed hath heen ſo well ap- 
plied. If the bleſſing of heaven hath proſpered 
your induſtry, ſanQify your gains by an offering 
to the Lord. Let your hearts deviſe liberal 
things. Have compaſhon on them that are 
ready to periſh for lack of knowledge. Your 
interpoſition may be the inſtrument of © ſaving 
& their ſouls from death, and of hiding a mul- 
« titude of fins.” Their prayers for you, 
will riſe as incenſe to the throne of God ; and 
though they ©* cannot recompenſe you, you 
& ſhall be recompenſed in the reſurrection of 
te the juſt.“ Finally, Let us unite in fervent ſup- 
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plication to that Being without whom“ Paul 
1 may plant and Apollos may water” in vain. 
If in the name of his Son, we preſent our ad- 
dreſſes at his throne of grace, he will aſſuredly 
approve himſelf the Guardian and the God of 
our Zion. He will not forſake the work of 
* his own hands. There will be a ſeed to ſerve 
* him while the ſun and the moon endure.” 
And when the revolutions of nature ſhall ceaſe, 
you {hall mingle with thoſe who having been 
te wiſe,” and having © turned many to right- 
„ eoulneſs, ſhall ſhine like the ſun in the firma- 
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A SUMMARY ACCOUNT 


The SOCIETY in SCOTLAND for promoting RELIGI0US 
| KNOWLEDGE among the POOR. 


Ta: alarming decline of Religion, and the rapid 
— of immorality, particularly among the lower 

es of men, ſome years ago ſuggeſted to a number of 
perſons in this city, the idea of making an attempt to 
counteract this growing evil. Convinced that it was 
chiefly owing to the want of religous impreſſions on the 
minds of the people, and that this in a great meaſure 
aroſe from their groſs and deplorable ignorance, the 
primary aim was to furniſh them with ſuch means of 
inſtruction as were beſt fitted to bring them to a juſt 
acquaintance with the truths of Chriſtianity. For this 
purpoſe they formed themſelves into A Society for 
« promoting Religious Knowledge among the Poor;“ 
and adopted the plan which ſeemed moſt likely to ac- 
compliſh that object. 

They began with diſtributing a number of Bibles, Teſta- 
ments, and Religious Treatiſes, calculated to convey to 
the uninformed a clear and practical knowledge of the 
doctrines and duties of the goſpel. To enforce theſe 
inſtructions, they afterwards proceeded, as their funds 
would permit, to inſtitute Catechetical Exerciſes, in 
which, every Lord's Day evening, all who ſhould chooſe 
to attend might have an apportunity of hearing the 
Truths of Religion explained and applied, In the ap- 
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pointment of theſe the Society have proceeded a con- 
fiderable length, having already on their eſtabliſhment 
no leſs than ſixteen Catechiſts, as appears from the an- 
nexed liſt. Theſe are attended by nearly a thouſand 
perſons, young and old ; and the reports which are oc- 
caſionally laid before the Society by the Catechiſts, 
give the moſt pleafing and favourable accounts of the 
progreſs and improvement in Religious Knowledge, of 
the young perſons under their care. 

Theſe meaſures, even in the limited extent to which 
the Society have been enabled to carry them, they have 
the ſatisfaction to think, have been attended with con- 
ſiderable ſucceſs. Beſides diſtributing as gifts, many 
Catechiſa,s of different kinds, and Religious Treatiſes, 
as well as Bibles and Teſtaments, they have collected 
a ſmall library of uſeful and practical Religious Books, 
which are lent out to thoſe who are diſpoſed to read 
them, but whoſe circumſtances put it out of their power 
to purchaſe them. They have alſo reprinted a num- 
ber of Religious Treatifes, which they ſell nearly at 
prime coſt to thoſe who may be inclined to diſtribute 
them, gratis. Every ſubſcriber is, by the Rules of 
the Society, entitled in rotation to a nomination of 
Books for private diſtribution, equal to three-fourths 
of his annual ſubſciption ; and the ſociety do alſo, on 
proper application, give Books to be diſtributed by 

rſons in whom they can have conſidence as to the 
faithful and proper diſtribution. 

Upon the inſtitution of the Society, the Miniſlers in 
this city and neigbourhood very readily gave it their 
countenance and ſupport; and a number of them being 
applied to, cheerfully agreed to ſecond their intentions, 
by preaching Sermons adapted to the defign of the So- 
ciety, once in every quarter of the year, in one of the 
churches of Edinburgh. The money collected upon 
theſe occaſions is applied principally towards defraying 
the expences of the ſchools cſtabliſhed by the Society, 
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The Society acknowledge, with gratitude, the coun- 
. tenance and ſupport they have hitherto received from 
the Public, and which has enabled them to carry their 
deſigns ſo far into execution, A donation of 291. Ster- 
ling, lately received from 'a perſon unknown, demands 
their particular acknowledgements ; ; and the Society 
gladly embrace this opportunity of conveying their 
thanks for ſo liberal a donation, and of aſſuring that per- 
ſon, that the ſame ſhall be moſt faithfully applied, The 
Society muſt, at the fame time, pay a tribute of gra- 
titude and reſpect to the memories of the late Mr. 
Thomas Ruthven writer in Edinburgh, and Mrs. Robb 
of this place, Benefactors to the Society: The firſt 
of whom bequeathed 50 J. Sterling to the Society, 
payable at Whitſunday 1793; and by the will of the 
latter, they are to receive 101, Sterling, The Society 
having, however, no fixed and permanent fund for de- 
fraying the expences of the inſtitution, except the annual 
ſubſcription of the Members, and the Collections at the 
Quarterly Sermons, it is evident they muſt conſtantly de- 
pend upon the aid of the humane andſbenevolent. They 
are unwilling to importune the Public ; but leave it with 
them to judge of the propriety of ſupporting an inſtitu- 
tion calculated to promote the preſent welfare and future 


happineſs of their fellow-creatures. 


Donations are recerved by 


Meſſ. Mansfield, Ramſay and Company, Bankers. 
Meſſ. Bertram, Gardner and Company, Bankers. 
William Galloway, Eſq. Merchant. 

William Creech, Eſq. Bookſeller. 

Mr. Daniel Miller Merchant, Cannongate. 

Mr. Alexander Pitcairn, Inſurance Broker. 

Mr. John Moncrief, Apothecary. 

Mr. ne Cannan, Clerk to the Signet. 
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LIST of CATECHISTS, and of their Stations, in the Em . 


ployment of the SOCIETY for promoting RELIGIOUS 
KNOWLEDGE among the POOR, for the Year 1791, 


Catechiſls Names. Stations, | Dates of their Appointment. 
I. David Niven Edinburgh iſt Aug. 1786 
2. Robert M Farlane Erſe Catechiſt, Edin. 7th Jan. 1787 


3. Robert Scott Portſburgh 5 17th April 1787 
4. James Stewart South. Leith + | goth Jan. 1788 
$. John Cuming Canongate 1ſt April 1788 
6. Robert Burton North Leith iſt April 1788 
7. Robert Skethway Kirkwall in Orkney 27th Aug. 1788 
8. Hector Cameron Gilmerton 1ſt May 1789 
9. James Keith _ Loanhead Mt May 1789 
10. William Philips Neither Libberton ' Iſt May 1789 
11. John Wilſon Edinburgh iſt Od. 1789 
12. Joſiah Moir Canonmills | 2d Nov. 1789 
12. William Anderſen Perth 2d Nov. 1789 
14 Andrew Smith Wick 31ſt May 1790 
T5. William Iſbiſter Stromneſs 1ſt Nov. 1790 
16. Thomas Murray Abbeyhill iſt Nov. 1790 


The Committee have, during the courſe of laſt year, 
only eſtabliſhed two new Catechetical Schools, the one 
at Stromneſs, the other at Abbeyhill, ſo that the So- 
ciety's eſtabliſhment, with theſe additions, remains pretty 
nearly the ſame as laſt year, except that the ſchool at 
Greenock, has been ſtruck off their eſtabliſhment, be- 
cauſe no encouragement could be obtained for it, though 
repeatedly applied for. Each Catechiſt is allowed an an- 
nual ſalary of 5l. 5s. except the Catechiſt at Nether 
Libberton, who has only a half ſalary. It is proper to 
obſerve, that the inhabitants of Loanhead pay 4 l. Ster- 
ling annually towards the expence of the ſchool at that 
place; and that the whole of the expence of the ſchool at 
Perth is now undertaken by the Kirk- Seſſion. But not- 
withſtanding of theſe, the Society annually pay the ſum 
of 521. 25. 6d. Sterling in falaries to Catechiſts alone, 
independent of the expence of ſchool-houſes, books, door- 
keepers, and coal and candle. | 
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PRESIDENT, OFFICE-BEARERS, and COMMITTEE of 
MANAGERS for the Year 1791. 


Right Hon. DAVID EARL of LEVEN and MEL- 
VILLE, Preſident of the Society. 
WILLIAM GALLowar, Eſq. Merchant in Edinburgh, 
Vice- Prefident. 
Mr. HoxaTius CANNAN Clerk to the Signet, Secretary. 
- Mr. Joux MoxckiEr, Apothecary, Treaſurer. | 
Mr. — P1TCAIRN, Merchant, Librarian. 


Committee of Managers. 
Sir John Wiſhart Belſches, Baronet, Prefident of the 


Committee. 
Alexander Aliſon, Eſq. Depute Caſhier of Exciſe. 
John Dickſon. Eſq. Advocate. 
William Ker, Eſq. Secretary to the Poſt Office. 
Mr. John Tawſe, Writer. 
Mr. Alexander Bonar, Banker. | 
Mr. Alexander Pitcairn, Inſurance Broker. 
Mr. Robert Wilſon, Teacher. 
Mr. William Pattiſon 
Mr. David Thomſon . « 
Mr. James Scott Merchants in Edinburgh. 
Mr. Thomas Milne : | | 


It is requeſted of thoſe who intend to favour the So- 

ciety with Donations or Legacies, that they will expreſs 

particularly, The Society in Scotland for promoting 
Regions Knowledge among the Poor.” 


* Maſon's Select Remains, ſtitched, — — 
® A Preſent to Scrvants, ſtitched, 


1 Doddridge on Family Religion, Ritched, - - 


* = Dialogues between a Miniſter and one * his ls. 


* Exerciſes againſt Lying, per dozen, 
* The Great Evil of Protite Curſing and Swearing, per dence, 
* The Great Puty of Believing on the Son of God, per dozen, 
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LIST of BOOKS in the Society's Library, at Mr. 
Davin NIVEN'S, Baron Grant's Cloſe, Edinburgh, 
with the Prices at which they will be fold to any 


who mean to diſtribute them gratis. 


Common Bibles, bound, - — - L. ac 1 
Teſtaments, with Pſalms, bound, - - 


Aſembly's Shorter Catechliſms, per dozen, 
Ditto, with Scripture Proofs, per dozen, — — 
Watt's Catechlſmis ſtitched, — - — 
Mau's Catechiſm, ſti-ched, — 
Ihe Aſſembly's Catechiſm, expliined by David Some, 
Williſon's Mother's Catechiſms, ſtitched, 1 n. - 
Vincent's Catechiſms, bound, - . 
Oliphant" „ Sacrimental Catechiſms, ſtitched, . - 
Brown's Catechiſms, ſtitched, - . 

eway's Token for Children, ſtitched, - 
Nen s Compaſliorfate Addreſs to the Chriſtian World, 

itched, - — 
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Riſe and Progreſs of Religion, bound, - 
Henry on Communion with God, ſtuched, — 
Pleaſantneſs of Religion, {titched, . 
Guthrie's Saving latereſt in Chriſt, bound, - - & 
Earl on the Lord's Supper, bound, - - 
Ditto, flitehed, - — 
Sabbath Breaker's Monitor, itched, - TIT 
Baxter's Call to the Unconverted, ſtitched, 94 15 
The Religious Tradeſman,ftitched, © = . 
Ditto, * - hound, * ARE... 
, Allcin' s Allarm, in Gaelic, bound, - — 
in Engiiſh, bound, 
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ers on the true Principles of Religion, er dozen, - 
Boſton's Fourfold State, bound, - - - 
Marſhall on Sanctification, bound, — 
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The Great — of the Sin of Drunkenneſs, per dozen, 


N. B. Thoſe marked thus * bqve been reprinted at the Seciety's Expence. 
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